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ment, Dr. Tiele seems inclined to give the first place to race, comparing the de- 
velopment of religion to that of language, the study of which has yielded a classifi- 
cation of peoples. The study of religions has led to a similar result, showing that 
religion has developed in different directions with the Aryans and with the Semites, 
the former being theanthrofic and the latter theocratic — here the gulf between the 
human and the divine becoming widened, instead of being bridged over and man 
becoming God. Religious development requires that these two streams shall unite 
and thus give rise, through reconciliation of opposing ideas to a higher form of re- 
ligion in which opposing tendencies are harmonised. Such Dr. Tiele thinks is the 
case with Christianity, the appearance of which inaugurated an entirely new epoch 
in the development of religion. The two-fold process of ever-increasing differen- 
tiation combined with efforts at reconciliation and unity, is observable in the gen- 
eral development of the human mind, as well as in the sphere of religion, and here 
we have the key to Dr. Tiele's theory, which is that of evolution. Any other posi- 
tion is now untenable, and we know of no other work on the subject in which the 
theory of religious development is so ably presented as that here reviewed. 

C. S. W. 

A History of Christianity in the Apostolic Age. By Arthur Cushman 
McGiffert, Ph.D., D.D. , Washburn Professor of Church History in the 
Union Theological Seminary, New York. New York : Charles Scribner's 
Sons. 1897. Pages, 681. Price, $2.50. 
This work is the fifth volume of the International Theological Library, edited 
by Dr. Charles A. Briggs of the Union Theological Seminary of New York, and 
Dr. Stewart D. F. Salmond of the Free Church College at Aberdeen. The enter- 
prise is praiseworthy and a good symptom of the scientific spirit of the age ; it pro- 
poses to serve the purpose of theological science by offering text-books to students 
of theology and to render theological questions, as scientific questions, accessible also 
to students of other departments. The programme is promising, and we mention 
among the books in preparation the large Theological Encyclofcedia, by the Amer- 
ican Editor ; Old Testament History, by Prof. Henry Preserved Smith ; The 
New Testament Literature, by the European Editor ; Comparative Religion, by 
Fairbairn of Oxford ; and Philosophy of Religion, by Flint of Edinburgh, etc. 

Professor McGiffert sketches in a few pages (1-35) the origin of Christianity, 
limiting himself to Judaism, John the Baptist, and, above all, Jesus, but omitting 
the question of the influences which formed this extraordinary personality. The 
second chapter treats of Primitive Jewish Christianity and the conflict between the 
Christians and the Jews (pp. 36-93). The Christianity of Paul and the work of 
Paul (pp. 151-439) constitute the most important part of the book, at which the 
author apparently has labored with great devotion. The fifth chapter, on the 
Christianity of the Church at large (pp. 440-545), touches only lightly upon the 
problems of the Four Gospels, and are mainly devoted to the writings that go under 
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the names of John, Peter, and Paul ; and the last chapter, on the development of 
the Church (pp. 546-672), pictures the origin of its institutions under James in 
Jerusalem, under Peter in Rome, under John in Asia. Our author, in contrast to 
the critics of the New Testament, believes in the genuineness of the Epistle of St. 
Peter and accepts the tradition that the John of Asia is actually the Apostle John. 

The book is upon the whole very conservative, which may be the main reason 
why the author has limited himself to the traditional sources of Church history and 
does not even seem to have thought of utilising the rich material which is offered' 
by a comparison of Christianity with pre-Christian Religions, which promises to 
throw much light upon the faith of the apostolic age. The influence of non-Chris- 
tian religions was not direct but indirect, and can be traced in the Apocrapha of 
the Old Testament, especially the wisdom literature and the various apocalypses 
from Daniel down to the Apocalypse of Enoch, even including the Revelation of 
St. John the Divine. But we must not prescribe to an author the subject on which 
he should write, if he only (as is here the case) writes well on the subjects which 
he chooses. 

The daily papers bring the information that the author will be subjected to a 
heresy trial, and hint at the probability of his meeting with the same fate as Dr. 
Briggs. We hope that the statement is premature for if criticism in this mild 
dose be heresy, then science must be blasphemy ; and woe to that Church which 
deliberately would expel every man who dares to be a thinker I P. C. 

Sechzig Upanishad's des Veda. Aus dem Sanskrit Ubersetzt. Und mit Ein- 
leitungen und Anmerkungen versehen. Von Dr. Paul Deussen, Professor 
an der Universitat Kiel. Leipsic : F. A. Brockhaus. 1897. Pages, 920. 
The Upanishads are religio-philosophical discussions which mark the awaken- 
ing of a spirit of inquiry in India and form a period of transition from the religion 
of tradition to the religion of independent thought. It is the age of Vedantism* 
i. e. , of aspirations which seek to fathom the aim or end of the Vedas and discover 
the Brahm, i. e., the All-soul of the world in man's own self, which is called the 
Stman. If the Vedas are comparable to the Old Testament and the Buddhist Canon 
to the New Testament, the Upanishads represent the period of transition which 
would render them analogous to the wisdom literature and other apocryphal writ- 
ing of the Jews. Paul Deussen, however, whose philosophical standpoint is a mod- 
ernised Vedantism, naturally compares the Upanishads to the New Testament it- 
self, which would relegate the further evolution of Buddhism to a revolutionary 
movement undermining the fundamental notions of religious philosophy by denying 
the existence of an atman. But whatever views Deussen may entertain, and whether 
or not we agree with him in metaphysics, we must be grateful to him for the enthu- 
siasm which has prompted him to bring out a collection of translations of Upani- 
shads which is by far the completest of all. Max Miiller, in The Sacred Books 
of the East, has published twelve Upanishads in two volumes, and here we have 



